PART ONE

THE SURVEY: MAIN FINDINGS AND THEIR
INTERPRETATION

CHAPTER   II

PEEUMIXARY NOTES:  CmCUMSTASTCES AFFECTING THE
SURVEY: PRESENTATION OF FINDINGS

1. Questionnaire used in the Survey.

It will be seen (Appendix I) that tlie questionnaire was divided
into four parts, of which the first and fourth were printed on separate
sheets. In most of the regions, the Directors of psychiatric clinics
were, at an early stage of the inquiry, visited either by a member of
the * triumvirate * of investigators,1 or by a representative of the
triumvirate, i.e. one of the inspectors of the Board of Control specially
released for the purpose, or by a regional representative of the Pro-
visional National Council for "Mental Health, or (in Wales) by Miss
Dorothy Thomas. By this visitor, the objects of the survey were
outlined and the questionnaire explained.

A glance at Appendix I will show that Part I of the questionnaire
deals with the organization of the clinic, its staff, its accessory services
and its sessions. These questions can be answered by the Director
out of his head. He will have no need to consult case-material. Part IY
is designed to give the Director of the clinic an opportunity of express-
ing Ms views on the clinic's needs and on other matters of general
interest which may not have been raised in the first three parts.
Parts n and III call for figures which require to be extracted from the
clinic's case-sheets. Part II deals with routine activities not especially
connected with the war, such as out-patient attendances, in-patient
admissions arranged by the clinic, certain diagnoses, the sources and
the disposal of patients. Part m is concerned with problems raised
by the war, namely, psychiatric air-raid casualties and discharges from
the Fighting Services.

This arrangement of the questionnaire made it possible for clinics
which could not find time and staff to go through their case-material,
to provide with the TrnnirmiTn of effort answers to certain essential
questions. The information asked for in Parts I and IV could be
elicited in a quarter of an hour's talk with the Director upon
whom would be imposed no additional obligations, responsibilities
or burdens.

Qae of tlie objects of the questionnaire was to throw light on
changes m tlie mental health services introduced by the war. The
both a war and a peace year, and therefore typified

1 fSeo Appendix TV.